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| PARISH of PBEBLES, 
M ME VEATCH. - 


H E * Mr. zun Hay Miniſter 
of the Goſpel ar Peebles, be- 

ing by Bodily Pain and Sick- 
neſs utterly diſabled for che 


| & Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and ap- 
chending the time of his Departure to 
ing; Our of 2 deep concern 


er afcer the Example of good 

and fall Paſtors in all Ages, reſolved 
to look ourfor a Succeſſor; And for that 
effect, wrote to the Duke of Qzgonsbery, 
| 5255 tet \Parronof the Tarich of 

2 2 3 who might aſſiſt him as a 

| during his Lies and to whom he 
; recommend and leave his Charge 
ar his Deathte orgy en being well ſas 
_risfied with ſo Pious à deſire, remirs the 
choice to himſeif, whereupon he calls 
and invites r. Robert Noel, one of the 
Miniſters of PN ſee, 2 
ving accepted t to the great 
Conforr Ache Paſtor and People; ſerved 
2 ure e for ſomerime ;. The ſick Man 
ble 755 Th the Lord, ſola- 


Elders, and 


themſelves to the Duke's Factor. to Feil 
tion the Duke then at London, and to ac- 


quaint him, that they Unanimouſly deſi- 


red Mr. Robert Knocks to be their Mini- 
ſter, in place of the deceaſt Mr, John Hay, 
which accordingly the Duke agreed to, 
and ordered Mr. Knox to continue in the 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry there. And theres 
afrer upon the 17th of November 1689, 
Noob the Lord's Day after Sermons, the 

Seſſion being firing, and the Duke's Let- 
ter read unrothem, the whole Heritors, 
Parochioners then preſenr,did 
Unanimouſly and Cheerfully receive the 
ſaid Letter and Nomination, and promi- 
ſed to Mr. Knox all the Encouragement” 
that could be expected from a Putiful 
People; And the Seſſion did order the 
Lairds of Hayſtoun, arid Hathſhaw, William 
Plenderleith, Fobn Hope, and Jobn Gevan, 
late Provoſts of Peebles, to wait upon 


the Duke at his Return, and give him 
Thanks in all their Names for his care of 


them. After which time Mr. Kr ha- 
ving all che right to be Miniſter at Peebles, 


which the ſtate of the Church could then 
nt of, : viz, De ſignation and Appoint- 


ment of the. Patron, with the Conſent 
and a of rhe Heritors, Elders, 
| | and 


em). 


HA 422 Nan Ren gf meſt aht 


tial art o the P. and wanting "only 
5 ality of 5 or Inſtitu- 


fe It Th | #rche 
peaceable Exerciſe of his Miniſtt 4 = 
the ſixteenth of February 169 

- ſome viglenxcnterruption being 

unto Hf Fompaſiy, os Ubiy 

ple, as he Wi 


Br 


witch Ry al 


# 


che Provoſt feteht a Mini- 
er 1215 Meeting- Houſe to Preach in 
the Church, mo after Sermons by an 


the ry, 

oh 80 4 12 

ile, for the f. ſopp! of 

etended Vacancy, the ſaid Preſ- 
Nor Mr. Robert Eliot one of their 
an Number, updn the — of Auguft 
being The Lorg's Day zonen dnd hold 

ng for 12 Sling of one Mr. il. 


the Lord's Day in the orning; the He- 4 Veatch; Which Mecting! ing called 


ritors, Elders and People as afor 4 F 7 


were ſo much concert d, chat by a 


niſter; » And Comme ſome of theie 
Number to purſue that _ Riot, befofe 
the Moſt oe: 79-0 of thr Me Ma- 

eſtes Privy Council; C6ni- 
lain and Application, 1715 Lords of 
Cotincil finding Mr. Knox. to have good 
Right to ſerve the Cure at the Church of 


Peebles, did juſtly puni ſn the Author of 
the Tumult, and oblige the Magiſtrates 


of Ferbles, to take ſuch cate of the Feace, 


that there miglit be no Interruption of- 
fered to him for oo * 
—— he enjoyed his: Miniſtry comfort: 

W until the Presbytery 


E would een all their poſte. 


un did by 
£ 1 0. Jah hſk at Kir: 
Ard, 4, Nic hout everenamining:his:Right 
and Tide, or N 
Proceeding u n'a tion, 28 
if he had | himſelf 
the Church, reqtired him: eo-forbear 
Preachin till he ſhould 8 by 
them. The Kxtract of which Act, 


pri 


took Inſtruments. 
Euiot: in à ſtearipe | 1 unhrooming 


pouſly of fort 


Spy FE: the Heritors, either by 
ves, or Sor re ognthier 


Made e who 
Rt An 
the clling 0 Nr. Peatch, appealing from 
the Presbytery Ay 50 155 Provincial, or 


wry happen to 


yy Ahe double of 
their Proteſtation and Appeal, with the 


Reitſons'thereof to the Presbyrer 
Day of their Meeting; whetoupon 


and'Franfpore; infelenclyi 
take Inſtruments aga 


ents 5 1 9 wo 
| Nameof Jef Chriſty and: -withouc any 


regarto' their Proteſtation; he with bs 
Aſfociates proceeded to Nominate: ſo 


many tended? Eonmuſſioners, | 
the Kere 1 10 


delivered to him by the hugged 5 4 8 


of 'pzcbles moſt unſeaſonably upon 


Lord's Day thereafter, Abe wa * ani Pair 


to the Pulpit; he 
i plainly oof 


himſelf to ons x Foritheir 


, did 


Fg 


taking ir as the. two or three mean 


Herken taje 
to be only Tempo- but two Alkeri of Ground 
riry reſted nt, ahmt ede Mr TORR e 


Hemeh cordially } 
i to 


d. g 
ERR race 5 


day of Seprember'fo 
n 1 — 


which 1 place, the Hetitors Ge. 
3 and Farm 2 — 
ed and gave in oteſtation f 

Appen Wrhing, :withithe moſt grave 
and weighty beaſons thereof, viz, That 
the Chinch cout not be remted vont, Mr. 
nor who had beſide Poſſeſſion, a good 
Right and T itle chereto, and to whom 
pres were firmly. reſolved te adhere, not 
ofed; cor Deprived, hut 
only act 1 the Att of 
the Presbytery, and his Right not exa - 
mined, andidi ſcuſſed either / by the Preſ- 
bytery, or any other competent Fudicatory 3 
And ſuppoſe the Church had been vacant, 
as it was not; Yer the ſaĩd pretended. 
Call. of- Mr. Vente hes was ipſo fav void 
and null, in regard of ſeveral eſſential 
Befects and Informaliries! of it, ſuch as 
the Call had: not been made in a Regular 
7 way by a publick: meetin # of Heritors, 
ory Acne Town Council, but by pri- 
vate ſubſcriptions, which the Magiſtrates 
of Peebles byamenaces-and promiſes had 
ſecretliy colleited from 2 — 2 of 
;Perſpns legally uncapable of any vote = 

the Klection ; Some of chem having 
intereſt ar all in the Pariſn. Thatit — 
L Vere none of theklders conſenting there - 
unto, aud of a. multitude of conſiderable 
Herieors in che Pariſh, only two or chree 
etty and. obſtute ones conſented. All 
which reaſenb are more fully expteſt in 
the Apfenb 3 "wy rook:Inftru- 


© - pans — N chereof, _ 
cooper an of and ket nap echt afore- 


9 * . — ee 
: c An 
4 e 
2 


ee e apon bow i i: hp 9 
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ri 2 ene 
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mentt, but the ROI ery (except 
. old Grave Maw who ale 4. 


aud that they dught pot to be Go ſkrained 


yas: 4 Perſon urterly unknown 5 them; 
wich; amimplicite HTaith, ca intruſt the care 


of their Hon to Alan A wum they had | 


no competent Knowledge; Yea, that he was 

a\$rrapger- to the Presbytery it ſelf, 5 
that they had never been at the pains to 
hear him Preach; that they might judge 
of his. Qualifications for ſo eminent a 
-place: ; 'thar the little Tryal the Pariſh 


had df him in two or three Sermons, - 


they were in their private Judgement of 
Diſcretion not well pleaſed with his way 
of Preaching, for ſeveral- Grave and 
Weighty Exceptions which they had 
ready to produce. Thar for the proſpect 
of a moreè luerative place, he had by in- 

direct methods got himſelf lpoſed from 
other Calls, that he might force himſelf 
in upon the Pariſh of Peebles; And finally, 


that the Presbytery had in many Inſtances 


behaved themſelves very partially in this 
whole Affair, for all which Reaſons more 
amply enlarged by them at that time, 
and contained in their Inſtruments; They 


dic de nova Proteſt and Appeal againſt a. 


ny further Procedure of the Presbytery 
upon the ſaid Edict, giving in a Copy of 


this their new Appeal, with the _ | 
of it, and taking Inſtruments thereupon 
in 


contempt of which re 
wache mod! irreft e re- 
the. Presbytery termined 


cored to 2 =o eatch ; 3 and 


for that effeR&/i 

to Preach at his 1 
xhe:wety next 1 1 
. Septemberjoattually'ro 
ou 1 


ry kd an 


ed Mr. Robert Elliot 
„ proceeded 


D che 18th. f 
cute him, in 
und Diorderly way, contra- 


'Wheteby it is Expreſly provided, 
85 no. heren be N into an Ofice in 
frontrary mite will of the-Cangre- 


ed Inflitution, 
the Heritors of any 


qe uſteem, 328 ſtadding 
excepting 


—— ea, in propor 


13 Pariſh; {pw mal 


Alt of the General Aſ- © 
0 jy; hoiden at Glaſgom, December 17. 


note ibs. — | 
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to t of or Imbrace him; in ſo much 
that it's informed, Mr. Elliot publicl 
expreſſed his grief, That there were 
few honeſt Men in the Pariſh to receive 
their Paſtor. . . 7 4 
In Reſpect of all which, and that the 


Heritors conſenting to Mr. Veatch his 


Call, are but very few, and againſt ſeve- 
rals of whom there are Competent and 
Relevant Exceptions; viz, That ſome 
of chem are not Heritors, and others by 
promiſe of eaſe of their Stipends, and 
ſome by Threarnings if they did not con- 
ſent; And that the Heriters who have 
proteſted againſt the ſaid Call, are not 
only the moſt conſiderable Heritors, and 
have the moſt conſiderable Intereſt in 
the pariſn, but are double the number 
of the other, befide the whole Elderſhip. 
It is therefore hoped, That his Grace, 
His Majeſtie's High Commiſſioner to the 4A, 


ſembly, che Right Reverend: Moderator, - 


and the Reverend Brethren of the Gene- 
:ral'Aſſeinbly of the Kirk of Scotland now 
ſitting, May Examine, and take into their 
Grave and Godly Conſideration, the 
whole Progreſs of this Affair, together 
with the Pariſhes Proteſtations and Ap- 
E whieh they Hambly Crave may 


publickly Read; hoping by their Pious 


Wiſdom, to have their Lawful : F aſtor 
reſtored urito them; And in Order 
thereunto, to be relieved of ſuch an Il- 
legal Intruder, who upon many Accounts 


his Call to Peebles, 
mediate and Exraurdi 


( 68) 


which he ought not eo diſobey. Where- 


2 it can be evinc'd, by clear Evidences, 


That ir was a Draught andDefign of Men 
carried on underhand for —— 
time. And it is left to the Aſſembly to 
judge what a groſs Hypocrifie and Abuſe 
of the Sacred Name of Providence, it is to 
pretend an immediate hand of God, to the 
Cobweb-Plots and Contrivances of ſinful 
Men; Sure, for as well as this Providence 
was painted forth to gain this point be- 
fore the Synod, there were ſome of that 
Meeting, who could ſee thorow the va- 
nicy of char Pretence; And in ſpecial, 
one Grave and Wiſe Member, could not 
let ic paſs withont a tatt Reflection on it; 
Siklike, upon rhe day of his Admiſſion, 
he was nor afraid publickly to rake God 
to wirneſs, that no proſpe& of à great 
Benefice had induced him to come to 
Peebles, whereas it tranſcends the com- 
rehenſions of the moſt yaſt and exten - 
ive Charity, to fancy what other motive 
could prevail with him, to reject Calls of 
People that were Tealous and Unanimous 


tor him; and thruſt himſelf in upon a 


Pariſh who defired him not, and can ex- 
pect no Spiritual Comfort from his Mini- 
ſtry. And finally, He has ſince that time 
impoſed conditions of admitting Chil- 
dren to Baptiſm in char Pariſh,” which 
neither the Law of the Land, nor the 
late General Meeting of - this Church has 
warranted him to do ; whereupon ſeve- 
ral Petſons were neceſſitate to take their 
Children to be Baptiſed by others, and 
ſome have talen Inſtruments aginſt him. 
And not a few Infants have been in appa- 
rent. Danger of: Dying wirhom Bap- 
tiſm, to the grieas grief of: their | Pa: 


17 


— have. 
Prove, comperenc time þ 
TOO T farche vat Mt 
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This is the exact Copy of the Information and Petition given 


in by Mr. Herio?, Miniſter of Dalkeith, in Print, to the 


Privy Council at Edenburgh. 


— 


INFORMATION 


Mr. ALEX 4 


NDER HERIOT, Miniſter at 
DALREITH. 


In Relation to the Libel againſt him, before the Prebytery at Dalkeith, and 


the Sentences thereon. 


And Petitions to the Lords 
FESTIES Privy Council. 


of Their MA. 


The Appeal given in by the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot to the Synod of 


Mi „ 4 ſhort 


Proceſs, to that time, is as follows. 


A Oderator, | Being conſcious of my 
Innocence, and finding my ſelf 
Wronged, and Injured, I here appeal 
from this Synod, to the firſt General Aſ- 
- ſenibly, when ir ſhall meet; and in the 
mean time to their Majefties Protection, 
for Juſtice and Relief; And ſince the Law 
allows the Liedges a competent time to 


Iitake Inſtruments. 


known to 
| conſe and who invented a 
moſt | him, 
which when be Was challenged, his an- 


el bearing it to be given in in 
of the Perochinert, the ſaid 


Information of the Progreſs of that- 


Mr. Alexander Heriot and Parochiners 
compeered, and craved that his accu- 
ſers might be named to him, and that 
they might ſubſcribe their Charge a- 
gainſt him; And that in regard thar 
the ſaid Heritors and Parochiners did 
not only Viva Voce, but by 4 Writ un- 
der their Hands Diſclaim and Diſown 
it, except Alexander Calder wood, and a 
few others, ex fece populi. And albeit 
no Libel ought to be admitted without 


a Purſuer; Yet the presbytery refuſed to 
condeſcend upon the Ingivers of the Li- 
bel, or to ordain them to own and ſub- 
. ſcribe it. Like as, none had the Confi- 

ner dence to own it, except the (aid Alexander 


Calderwood, who ſat among them as one of 
the R Elders, and who is notourl 
the ſaid Mr, Alexander Hert- 
os declared Enemy. ere without 
AFpore 
falſe. Calumnies againſt him, 


of 


ſwer was, That whether they were true 
ot falſe he had thereupon taken to hun- 
dred ok the Parochiners from his Com- 

| munion; 


munion; Mr. Heriot declined him as 


and accuſed 3 which. not on- 


informe 
1 ed in the knowledge 


. Iy com 
Fresbytery ( | 
tion hut 7 f . e 1 4 = 
fered to ed by his-Oath; yer 

notwithſta ang clered? againſt A2, 
Reaſon, and good Order, the Presbytery 
would not remove him, but allowed kim 
to ſit as one of Mr. db Judges, _ 
appointed him one of the Examinators o 
„ * me and 015 


likewiſe of- 


etting chat 
er wih 
= 


you 
Clerk's h 


aerial pares or bei 
Tleared their? Miniſter. - And no 


whieh are not 
the Trial o 


dar any Girarig 
Op, Siphr ior: 
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Judge in this matter, wherein he both 


who had no other Informa- 


Be g 


theſ© Wirebeiles ſubſcribe what bias writ- 
ton / that there may berleft our the 
— Depoſitionszrhich or 


i er- 0 15 are 
chere neſſes . are examined, ahn Ine was ee 
alt Whiclgtwerocanbe-acthiogin judicial dndodbtedly for this-Reaton 
edurtotePurtlat;Pernicidus,und ation Was "Weak, and miohe 
on Wawa, 02 5 v _ 
f 2 2 3d { th In. 
arſe Thin ſc 
fon 197 Jo mt 


] I, and Proved; and 
thereſoge,, and in -, regard-of Me, .He 
pe er the Geol amy Lern 
deal to the General Aſſembly, Which 
darinegobty laſt) They lulpendedihim 
from the Miniſtry, and referred him for 
the General (lembly, 
embly.,havihg found 
no Contumacy in the Appeal, they refer- 
red him back again tothe Sy nod. And 
no 5 wy ring; does again 
Appeal from che Synod, and from an 
aide hall girk in chi 4 
PEE ext lawful General Aſſembly, 
anda the mean time, to Their Majeſties 
Protection for Juſtice and. Relief. For 
e and Reaſ ons 
Flxſt, There being a Petition given in 
N Heritors and 88 of Dal. 
Leit 


the Libel valid a 


7 


are there ſeveral Articles of the Libel, ha 
theſe Heads,tomhich 
ed by Act: of, Parlament, and which 
are in themſebves uterius fai, but lie- 
- 


Norioe pirvn tb him Win 108 


35 
' 


4 


2 15 . M 

Ne 

A he yet 
A. „L 

50 Abr che 


"(92 ) 


ed that one of the Artieles deponed a 


On 


. 
7 


inſtanely redatgued for the faid 1470 


day of / Ocfuber 1688 fell upon a Sunday, 
and that the Witneſſes and whole Inha- 


bitants of Dalleith cannot but declare, 
that there was me ver Bonfires at Dalkeith 
upon a Sunday, ſo that they deponed 
flalfly.. Andtthe Dantingaboue a Bonfire 
beiug ſo publick · an Act, that noronly the 
Witheſſes that have dephned it, but like- 
ways many others would have feen it, 
and all the nhabitants of 'Datkerth would 
have heard of it, if it had been true: 
Yet not wichſtanding thereof; all the 
Neighbours to that Bonfire; and whole 
Inhabictantsof Dall eirh will :deelare and 
depone, that they neither ſaw nor heard 
of their Miniſter dunting at that, or any 
other Bonfire; yet notwithſtanding of 
that cleat Convi ction, and retlarguing of 
tha Kreicle, che: Synod had ond regard 
thereto, uſfir ming tſſut there was no heip 
for it now, it being ſo de poned, which 
is no other thing than-as if they had aid, 
that they were nor eonoerned tho it were 
falſe, for e was ſo deponed; and which 
is ſo conſequential to a clenp ant pofitive 
Redavghing, and! | | 
ricle, \and-'Prdbation- theyebf; that cke 
prejuliceand deſign of rht Syned ro prb- 
cee agaisſt the ſaid Mr. Aleranuer upon 
whatever was allkadged, alcho“ without 
Probativn, or upon Redargued probati- 
on, is evidently mauifeſfſt. 
Athly. The ſaid" Mr. Alexmmer repre- 
ſented torheSyndd,' thut he had'former- 
.ly-sppedled from the Presbytery, und that 


it was bur £60 evident from what is above 


narrated; that they were Party againſt 
him. And whith' was fürther demon- 
ſtrate from this, Thar the ſald Presbyte- 
*. TFF did in face 


;U rhe pas Jy jt che faid 
bur likeways debated/and reaſoned 104 
Him as His oppoſite Parties, ſothar it could 
not be expeched, but chat they would do 


nſt him; was; That he ſhould: have 
need about a Bonfire the 14th of OH. 
ber 1688; And that. the ſame was the on- 
ly Article proved againſt him, which he 


obatien ef che Ar. 


* 


more when hie was removed ont of the 
Synod; and therefore the ſaid Mr. Alex- 
andey declined che Presbytery, and Alex- 
ande Calderwod as his Judges, and cra- 
vedit Hat they might not ſit to judge 
him; yet notwithſtanding] thereof, a 
gainſt all Law and Juſtice, they were not 
removed. | 1 

sthh. Several Members of the Synod” 
interruptedithe ſaid Mr. Alexander, while 
he was vindicating himſelf, in the face of 
the Synod, and craving a ſight of the Ad- 
ditionat Libel, : and Depoſition of the 
Witneſſes; And cried out, That the ſame 
ſhould not be granted to him, as if every one 
of them had had a Deciſive Voice, and 
which is without Example in any Judica- 
tory, for any of the Judges to interrupt 
the Defenders ſpeaking, and to cry out 
their Opinion, or rather Sentence, be- 
fore the Defender be removed; and 
which openly diſcovers their Prejudice, 
Deſign and Reſolurion of proceeding a- 
garnit the ſaid Mr. Alexander, alt ho with- 
out juſt canſe. „ 
Gy. The Frejudice and defign of the 
§ynods proceeding againſt the ſaĩd Mr. 4- 
lexander, on the ſaid lame, weak, and 
null probation, is evident, in ſo far as ſe- 
veral Members of their Number did 
ſpeak and deal with him to demir! or 
that ether ways they would depoſe him. 
And there is nothing more certain, than 
tllat they would never have i Dealt with 
him x0 demir, if the. Probation agalnſt 
him had been gootii; Their malicero the 
Regular Clergy berg: ſuch, as that they 
would rather Depofe'cthem foriImmboni- 
fries, and Errors in Doctrine; to v 
poſe them, 'than'ifuffer them ta De- 
mit, und get off wiehout ſtain, when they 
are pity of the ſame. But Mr; Alexan- 
der being Gonſcious of his own Innocen- 
cy refuſed to Demir, but rather to ſuffer 
their Extremiey, from which he iho- 
ped G00 in His good dime would Vindi- 


cite fim. And Merefore it being evi- 


dent from rte Sroundꝭ foreſaid, hat the 
ynod Hag behaved chemlelves moſt par- 
kially, and egainfall 'Law and Forũm 
The laid Mr, Aexter das ere, 
' proteſt. 


from chem, and from any ſentence they 
hall give therein, to the next lawful Ge- 


| the Appeal, whileir be diſcuft 
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ceeding in the ſaid Matter, and appeals 


neral Aſſemblie. And to their MAJES- 
TIES protection, for Juſtice, and Relief 
in the mean time 5 And Proteſts, That 
the ſaid Libels, and Witneſſes Depoſiti- 
ons taken thereupon, may be . 
and not put out of the way, That ſo the 
ame (and not Copies thereof) may be 
produced to the next General Aſſembly; 
Or to any their Aſajeſlies ſhall be pleaſed, 
out of their Royal Authdricy, to appoint 


to conſider the ſame : And that as the 


faid Mr. Alexander will publiſh and diſperſe 
his Appeal, and his Anſwers to the firſt. 
Libel; Which he only did ſee for his 


dn Vindication from any ſentence that 


ſhall follow hereupon; So he expects, 
and earneſily Deſires, that the ſaid Synod 
may Print both the Libels againſt him, 
and Depoſitions taken thereupon, for 
vindication of their Juſtice, (if they can 


conceive ny. have done right:) But 


which Mr: Alexander hopes will rather 


vindicate his Innocency. And further, 


Mr. Alexander Craves and Proteſts, That 

this his Appeal may be inſert in the 

Books of the Syno l. 
Notwithſtanding of the Appeals fore- 


ſaid; the Synod proceeded, and Depoſed . 
the ſaid 3 from his Mmiſtry, - 


and thereupon the Elderſhip of the Pa- 
riſh was invaded, and ſome few (ſeverals 


of them ſcarce worth to be noticed as Re- 


fidenters) have uſurped the power of e- 
jecking Elders, and have elected ma- 


ny moe than the number formerly u- 
ſed, pur poſely as they think, to make 


the greater Figure; alxhe-hur. of the 
moſt inconſiderable of dhe Pan and 


ol Deſigu to Call, Impoſe, and Obtrude 
a Mini 


keeps all in ftarm quo, the 


r upon the Reſt againſt their 
will, contrary to the Laws of Charity. 
aRtices of Chriſtian Churches, and pro- 
feſſfion of Presbyterians. Notwithſtand- 
Ing that the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot his 
Spent does in Law preſerve his Right, . þ 
5 time of 


VVV 
| Proteſt againſt the Synods further Pro- 


_- Whereupon, not only the ſaid A. A. 


lexander Heriott, but likewiſe the Heritors 


and Pariſhioners of Dalkeith have given 
in 2 Perition to the Lords of their e 
flies moſt Honourable: Privy Council, 
That · they may be pleaſed to forbid the 
Calling of a Miniſter until the Appeal 
be diſcuſt; And tharin the mean rime, 


he may be reſtored to the Exerciſe ' 


of his Miniſtrie. And that the Presby- 
tery of Dalketthz And others who had 
the Libels given in gy, ws him, and 
Depoſitions of the  Wirneffes, may 
make the ſame known to him, as Law 
2 That he may know what is li- 
belled, or may ſeem to be proved, to 


the effect he may the better clear him- 


ſelf of the ſame, which is nothing but 
falſe lies and calumnies: And whereof 
ſeveral of the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
who have ſeen the Libels and Depoſiti- 
ons, Affirm, that there is nothing pre- 


And 


to pretend, that the Council is not Judge 


comp Y ne 


25 competent 00 


it bs Rai the Comal 


he be wil i Reſtored 
5 


teal 0 unjuſt 


"wy i.t Jt >» 3 1 dil 
And whereas, Jia 
the Council camot ꝓut in 


meddle with fawacer 4 
Fry ; Ther he 


Ir is 
125 power 24 Adm 


TED 


3 to Admit and Ordain, age the 


bu multo 1 4 2 ral, We 4a Mi- 
f is. Om Ms, f1 NG EE 
likewiſe tepm his Beneſſer, ( 


unjuſtly, | 
Reaſon 3 The Council 


e aid Oppreſſion, Injurie, and Unjuſt 
Semence. 


- juſt Sentence, ix is Humbly deſired, chat 


- the Lords of Their Majeſties Privy Coun- 


cil will be pleaſed to take notice, That in 
the, firſt. Libel there are many Articles 
which are not to be admitted in Law. 
And it is ſaid, that there is none. of 
them / proved, but che 7 0 about 
the Bonfire: And yet the Pr 


their, Sentence, found the Libel ra, 


and- Proved, which muſt be underſtood: 


ag 0 the whole Articles of the Libel 
ae . than which there is * 


0 , k 2 
F# +4 -, 4 . k * * 
. 
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e ad 


I zh TH 
in Life, and Errors in 1 had 


3 heard of it —_ and ſenſible 


due Med from che {aid 
; abdOppreſſes, unle6 the Lords of Their 


ich ischis 
Lirelyhood and Maiprennnce) and yet 
without Ground or- 


1s moſt proper 
Ju „ for Reſtoring him —— * 


K. 
And for a further evidence of chie un; 


. 


iiber if 


pon 4 * 
AE? Ae OY | 


| Aﬀembly for far- 
SF 2 5 


ear A the Libe ls 


uſt hi 


1 
Y 5 


. And having ſtared thomlcires Parties 4 
1 ati hee there gan be no Remedy ex- 
alte. Iqury, 


; Najeſties Privy Council incerpoſe rheic 
» Authority. | 
it be alleged, That -the late 
Aftof. Parliament, The Act of Supre- 
miey in Church matters is Repeaſed; 
It is anſwered, That the Act of Parlia- 
ook 3659-5 Reſcinded, which excend- 
Ne ef v7 to the Ordering and 
Diſpeſal ot the External Government and 
licy of the Church, and to the Rnact- 
ing of Conſſitutions, Acts, and Orders 
in the Church. But the foreſaid Act of 
74. 6. his 8 Parliament, is not Re- 
ſcinded, which is only as to the Judging 
of Zee leſ aſtick Perſons in matters com- 
plained upon; and which power is in- 
herent in — Crown, otherways there 
ſhould be Regnum in Regno; and Church 
Judicatories ſhould have arbitrary Pow- 
er, without Redreſs or Control, as ſaid 
1 
In Regard whereof, The Lords of Their 
MAFESTIES Privy Cqungil are 
Judges Competent, to this Iajurie, Un- 
juſtice and Oppreſion; And the Deſire 
of the Petitions _ to be * 


ACT. 


4 
« 


. 8 F541 oY n. $8 65 
e $07 ee 
At Edinburgh, 
3 . : 1 * * 


Hir 


taken ihto 


1. Cesſderg ton, e ite great 
a eee eee dil d Chy nd: 
Ritipdom, © vethoupht fit ro tar 


2 Day of Selen Fuigitlat ion ahm 
for Confeſſioti of Sim, aud making Sup-' 
plication es our Gracious God, to for- 


Publiſhed; Retcommending ir moſt er- 
neſtly to all perſons, both Miniſters and 
others; '!'Thar Ererd dhe df us may not 
only ſearch and try our own hearts and 
ways, and ſtir up ourſelves to ſeek the 
Lord; But alſo in our Stations, and a8 
we have acceſs, Deal witk one another, 
in all love and retiderneſs, to prepare for 
ſo great and neceſſary a Duty, that we 
may find mercy in God's fight, and He 
may be graciouſly reconciled to our Land 
In our Lord Jeſus, and take delight to 
dwell among us. 0 ONT 
Although our gracious God hath of 
late, for his own Names ſake, wrought 
great and wonderful things, for Britain 
and Ireland, and for this Church and Na- 
tion in particular; Yet the Inhabitants 
thereof have cauſe ro remember their 
ewn evil ways; -and to loath themſelves 
in their own ſight for their Iniquities. 
Alas We, and our Fathers, our 
Princes, oùr Paſtors, and people of all 
Ranks have ſinned, and have been under 
great Tränſgreſſion to this day! For 
though our gracious God ſhewed early 
kindneſs to this Land, in ſending the 
Goſpel amongſt us, and after ward in our 
Reformation from Popiſh Superſtition 
and Molatry; and it had the Honour, 
beyond many Nations, of being after our 
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ACT of the General Aſſembly, auen 
'- 42 Tanzt wit the Ca 


#34 va 


© 311 01,0 ü 
November 424 1890. Poſtmerigien, Ses. 23. 
ve” n 3647; 4950145 6 A 


er thereof... 


pe CY 
Nai NIE 21 5? 


HE. Getieral'Afembly; Heving | firſt Reformation, folemnly devoredunte 
Weir bc ſerious God, both Prince and- People, yet we 


have dealt treacherouſly with the Lore: 
and been unſtedfaſt in his Covenant, and 
| havenith walked ſuitably cc Sur: Mercies 


ion and ing reveivtd from him, nor obligations to 
him: Through the merey of God this 
lication rGracious: God, to for- Church had ateained to a great purity of 
give and remove the guilt= thereof: fn. Doctrine, 'Workhip;' and *Governinenr, 
order whereumo, they: hive. Ordained: bar this Was not accom 
the Confeſfidn of Bias, dad "Caufesfof able Seen Reſofmar 
Faſting fotlowibg;' ro bedubpIntimgaahd®s our Fries 


panicd with uit 


on us by Word and Work; We had 
much Goſpel-preaching, but too little 
Goſpele practice; too many went on in 
open wickedneſs, and ſome had but a 


form of 'Godlineſs; denying the power 
thereof; niany alſo who had the Siet 
of Gbd in truth fell from their firſt love: 
| ſhings and de- 
cays; and when for our fins the anger of 


and felt under ſad langui 


the Lord had divided us, and we were 
brought under the feet of ſtrangers, and 
many of our Brethren killed, others ta- 
ken Captive and ſold as ſlaves, yet we 


ſinnetl ſtill, and after we were freed from 
the yoke of ſtrangers, inſtead of return- 
ing to the Lord, and being led to Repen- 


tance by his goodneſs, the Land made 


open Defection from the good ways FF - 
the 'Lord: many behaved as if they had” 


been delivered to work abomination, the 


5 flood - gates of Impiety were opended, and . 


a deluge of wickedneſs did over-ſpread 
the Land. Who can witheut grief and 


ſhame remember the ſhameful debauch- 
ery and drunkenneſs thar chen was? And 
this accompanied with horrid and helliſn 


curſing and ſwearing, and followed with 
frequent Filthineſs, Adulteries, and o- 
ther Abominations, and the Reprover 
was hated, and he that departed from 


Iniquity made himſelf a reproach or 


prey. 


Solemn National Fx 


10h meicher was 
gſwerable to the pains taken 


„ 


* 


(0750 8 


rey. And when by theſe, and ſuch 
ke corrupt c mens Conſciences 
were debauched, they procoeded to ſacri- 
fice the Intereſt of the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, 
and Priviledges of his Church o che 


luſts and will of men; The Supremaey 
Was advanced in ſuch, a. way, and; to 
fucti an heiglit, as never any Chriſtian 


Church acknowledged; the Government 
of the Church was altered, and prelacy 
(which hath been always grievous to 


this Nation) introduced, without the 
Churches conſent, 


| ut, and. contrair to the 
ſtanding Acts of our National Aſſemblies, 
both which che preſenc. Parliament hath 
(bleſſed be God) lately found; And yet 
nevertheleſs, of the then ſtanding Mini- 
ſtry of Scotland, may. os ſuddenly and 
readily comply with that alteration of the 
Gdvernment, ſome our of Pride and Co- 
veroufneſs or Man-pleaſing,ſome;through 
infirmiry or weakneſs; or fear of Man, 


and want of Courage and Zeal for God:; 


many faithful Miniſters were thereupon 
caſt out, and many Inſufficient and Scan- 
dalous men thruſt in on their Charges, 


and many Families ruined, becauſe they f 


would not wn riiety en Paſtors. 

And alas! It is undenyable, there hath 
been under the late Prelacie, a great de- 
cay of Piety, ſo that it was enough to 
make a man be nicknam'd a Phanatick, if 
he did not run to the ſame exceſs of riot 
with ene TK 

And ſhpuld ir not be; lamented, for it 
cannot be denyed, there hathrbeen in 


. ſome a dreailful Atheiſtical Boldneſs a- 


gainſt God, ſome have diſpuced the Being 


. towards Goc. 


e unlawful Oaths and Bonds 


whereby the Conſciences of many have 
been polluted and ſeared, and many 


ruined and oppreſſed for refuſing and 


not taking them. 


There harh alſo been a great neglect of 
the Worſhip of God, too much in pub- 


lick, but eſpecially in Families, and in 


The wanted eare of Religious ſanctify- 
ing the Lord's Day is gone, and in many 
places the Sabbath hath been, and is 


ſhamefully prophane. 


* 


, Thel nd alſo hach been full of blbody 


Crimes, and Cities full of Violence; and 
much innocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood 
touched” Blood ; yea, Sodams fins have 
abounded amongſt us, Pride, fullneſs of 
Bread, Idleueſs, | Vanities of Apparel, 
and ſhameful ſenſualiry filled:the Land. 
And, alas! how: great hart» been the 
Cry ef Oppreſſion; and Unrightecuſneſs, 
Iniquicy hath been. eſtabliſhed by a Law, 
chere hath been a great perverting of 
uſtice, by making and executing un- 
righteous Statutes and Acts, and ſad per- 
ſergtions of many for their Conſcience 
e enen ee 
It S alſo matter of Lamentation, that 
under this great Defection there hath 
been too, general a fainting,' not only a- 
mongſt profeſſors of the Goſpel, but alſo 
amongſt Miniſters; © yea, even aàmongſt 
ſuch, who in the main things did en- 
deayour to maintain their Integtity, itt 
not. giving ſeaſonable and necelftry Te. 
ſtimony againſt the Defectons and Evils 
of the Time, and keeping a due diſtance 


of God, and his Providence, the Divine 
Authority of the Scriptures, the Life to 
come, and Immortality of the Soul, yea 
and ſcoffed at theſe things,  - 
© There hath been alſo an horrid pro- 
phanation of the Holy and Dreadful Name 
of God, by Cur ſing and Swearing: Ah! 
there hath been ſa much Swearing and. 
Forſwearingamongſt us; that no Nation 


from them, and ſome on the other hand 
managed their Zeal with too little Dif- 
cretion and Meecnefsss. 
It, is alſo matte of Humiliation, that 
when Differences felt our aindugſt theſe,” 
who did owne Truth, ani hear witneſs” 
againſt the Courſe.of Defection, they 
were not managed wich due Charity and 
Love, but wich too much hxat and bit- 
rernels, injurious Reflections aſed àgainſt 


under Heaven have been more zuilty in 
_ this than we; fome by 7 raſhly pious and worthy men on all hands, and 
or ignorantly, ſome falſly, by breaking ſcandalous Diviſions occafioned;' and'the , 
their Oaths, and dne and taking 


ſucceſs of the Goſpel greatly obſtructed 
5 K 2 thereby, 


| _ were 


Popift , 


t mercy ed us ſome. reviving from 
1 yet we have fu 
regrate and bemoan, that few have a 
dueſſenſe of dur merey, or walk anſwer- 
able ris are turned to the Lord in 
eruelibut the wicked go on to 
ly, ud there is found amoagſt u co ch 
day ſhemetlingriirde'or our merees 
Hort id impenicency-under our — 
even amongſt — * who ſtand up 
= 5 — of the Truth ; and a- 

in om Armies, there is wo- 
—— Debauchery. And 
cheugk ve proffes'to a \there 
En be no pardom of Sins, rio Peace and 
God, but by the 


3 yet fewknowHin, - 
or ſee tha Neetſſity and Excellency of 


the Jeſus:Chriſt; 
4 ſee their need of Him, or fee; de- 
Gal redaive Him, as he is offered au the 


13 few ane acquainted with Faith 
Jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faith oh 
din meat ge Fake uncons 0G 2. — 
n 

Few walk: as Beconfeth 
| | — arr .ourHoly j. 
Hymilicy Meek fdenial; Heaven 

-mindedneſs;Z68] for GD, and Charite) 
Konya m— 


eee 


5 95 
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intothe Heavens, | they ite many in bum- * 


cauſe to 


| . 


* bor aud hies in their nature, and 


red, as Havi 
oY * e 244 been 


God'cothe contrair 
"Hye: we not hen fad 0 65 of heep 
Sorrow and Humiliarion? And may we 
not fear, if we do not. re it, and turn 
rom the evil of out” Ways, and 
to the Lord with all our 
return to 88 a 6 
US avpry with us, until He 
hatl conſumed us? 
6.” us therefore humble our ſelves by 
4 and Praying, let us ſearch — 
, and conſider our ways, and con- 
falt chele, nd other our fins, wick Sor⸗ 
row -and Deteftarion; Let us turn unto 
the Lord with Faſting and weeping, 
with mourning; Let us firmly Reſalve 
and fincerely. Engage to amend our Tan 
and dojngs, and fetu go tha Lord our 
God, with all our ON: for e | 
pray, Ae. rhe 122 Lamb of 
God, our 'fms may; be forgiven, and. our 
back-ſfidin Heal? and we may yet be- 
$ Nation, keeping the 


return 
to, that He 
r he mh done 


come 2 
Truth, thar Reli gion and babe 
y*fleurift!, and Love, and Charity a- 
wy and all the a people may: be 
of Une mind in x e in order 
t. all theſe, rhar the Woge 
_ have free courſe, aud be glorified 
Ba un the Preaching of the Word, and 
the Sacraments, may be 
ad Beg the. the Si 5 


Power and 


Je be: 2 3 1 — 
mites b Yana nd, yndchele ene 
— 5 burn, k 1 ele Rater may 


rule 


the fear dt God, and Judg 
clothed: with Riglueouſteſs, aud 
many faſthful Labourers may be ſent out 
into the Lord's Vineyard, and they who 


are ſent, may find mercy.td be faichful, 
and be Left wich Succeſs, that Families 


may be as lictle Churches of Chriſt, and 
that the Lord would pour out His Spirit 
on all Rankes of People, that they may 


de holy in all manner of Converſation, 
am God may delight to dwell amongſt 
us, and to do us good. : 


And while we pray for our ſelves, let 
us not forger our Brethren in Forreign 
Churches, with whom, alas! we had too 
lirtle Sytnpathy 3 Nay, let us pray, that 
all the ends of the Earth, may ſee the 
Salvation of God; and that He would 
bring his atirienc people of the Fews to 
tlie acknowledgment of Jefus Chriſt; and 
thar he would haſten the ruine ofRomiſh 
Babylon, aud advance the Reformation 
in Chriſtendome, and preſer ve and bleſs 
the Reformed Churches; That he would 
pity His oppreſſed People, the French 
Proteſtunt s, and peter them out of all 
" Plates, whither they have been ſcarte- 
| Te tft the Cloudy and dark day; and 
chax be would be rhe Defence, Strength 
and Salyarion of any of his People, who 
are in War or Danger by Infidel or Po- 
piſn adverſaries, in Europe or America. 
And in particular, that the Lord would 
be Gracious to Hreland, and ſanRific 
dd nis Peogl 8 | 
and deliverance ;- and perfect what con- 
cernerh them, char he would convert 
the Natives there to the Truth, and re- 


le there, both their diſtrefs 


duce tm Land to Heace g and * 


Brittain. 


Church and Nation, as a day of Solemn 


ried to him. And Ordains afl Miniſters, 


read this preſent Act publickly from che 


And where, in regard of Vacancies, the 


Salvation for Walls aud Mull ware to 


8 For al theſe cauſes and ee The 
Second Thurſday of 7 next, to bo 
Obſerved in all the Congregations of the 


Faſting and Humiliation, and Prayer; 
Beſeec ig and Obteſting all, both Pa- 
ſtors, and People of all Ranks to be ſin- 
cere and. ſerious, in Humiliation and 
Supplication, and univerſal Reformation, 
as they would with to find mercy of rhe 
Lord, and have deferved wrath avert. 
ed, and would obtain the Blęſſing of the 
Lord upon themſelves and Poſterity 
after them; and that the Lord may de- 
light in us, and our Land may be as Mar- 


either in Kirks or Meeeting houſes, to 


Pulpir, a Sabbath or tro before the faid 
Day of Humiliation : and that the ſeve- 
ral Presbyteries take care, chat it be care- 
fully Obſerved iti their reſpeRive bounds, 


Day hereby abe nted, cannot be ob- 
ſerved, the Aſſembly appoints rhe ſaid 
Humiliation, .to be kepr ſome other Day 
with the firſt convenient opportunity: 
And appoints the Commiſſion for Viſita- 
tion, to apply to the Council, for their 
Civil Sanction to the Obſer vation there- 
of. Extracted ont of the Records of 4 
ſembly, by _ 5 
Fo. SP ALDINE. cli. Sm. 
National. | 
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_ Kingdom, b 


, RE AF MARY, 
Wo. the Grace of God, King 


and Queendf ( Great Britain, 


France, and Ireland, De- 


2 F the Faith; 1 


Acer, Ho "Privy Council, 
'or Me ſſengers at, Arms, our Sheriffs in that 
part, jmd dd ſeverally, ſpecially con- 
ſlitute, Greeting; Foraſmuch, as the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of this Church, by their Act, 
of the date the twelfth day "of November 
inflant, hath appointed a Solemn National 


Faſt and Humiliation, to be Obſerved in'all 
the Kirks and Meeting-Houſes o ; 2 this Our 


Antient Kingdom ; and appointed their Com- 
miſſion fer Viſitation; -to appiy to the Lords of 
Our Privy Council, for Our Civil Sand ion, 
to be interpoſed thereto; 3.7 And they having 
Applyed accordingly : Th#refire We, with 


Advice of the Lords of our Pri Council, Do 


bereby Commapd and Enjoyn, That the "ſaid bo 
Sov Faſt and * Humiliation be Religiouſly 
obſerved, by all Perſons rhroughout this 

both in Kir ks and Meeting-Hmſei, 
at the Dyets,. aud in the manner as by the 
above-mentioned 4 of, Aſſembly,” hereto pre- 
fixed, 1s.appointed, And that the ſame be 
read by al the "Minifters, in manner therein 
"mentioned, And to the end that ſo Fious and 


neceſſary a Duty may be punftually performed, 


and Our Pleafure in the Premiſſes fully 
on: Our Willis herefire, and We Charg? 


20k Alraitly, and command, that incontinent 


theſe Our Letter: PEA je paſs to the Mer- 
cat-Croſs of Edinburgh, and rhe remanent 
Mercat-Croſſes of the Head-Burghs of the 
ſeveral Shires and Stewartries, within this 
Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authority, 
make Publication of the Premiſes, that none 
may pretend ignorance.” And we do Ordain 


- Our er to diſpatch. Copies, h ebf 10 


the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires and Stew- 
arts of the Stewartries, or their Deputz, = 
Clerks, to be by them Publiſhed: at the Ner- 

cat-Croſſes of the N bon re- 
ceipt thereof, and immediot at tothe 
ſeveral Mintfters, bat! in Kirks 7 and er- 
ing. Houſes, to the ect} Y may je ad and 
intimat the ſame from their 2 and 
may ſeriouſiy exhort all Perſons, to a ſincere . 


and devout obfervance thereof, as they Re- 


gard the Favour and Bleſſings af the . Al- 
might) God & the Safety and. . 
þ Church and State, and | 
the Wrath 6 of God: wp TY 


e 
Pofterity, kbp e 


their peril. An 40 theſe F 


be Printed with the ſaid 4 5 


and theſe } 2 to. be T4 
ner forelaid 5 8 
Given undef 0 Jur Sighte 
the twenty Nate me 
And or Our Reign, 
year, 1690... | 
Per actum Dominorum 0 Cobeili. 
. GILB, ELIOT, Cla. Sti. Concitit. 


u lis zus WILLIAM, ard que, MARY, 
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